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The B.L.O.C.K. Youth
& Teen Center
presented its:
3rd Year of Transpire
6th Year of Canton Youth
Connection
20th Year of Youth
Advisory Council

Swim Lessons
returned in
September, with about
150 offerings.
Almost all
classes were

Club 55+ served

9,335 seniors

60%

The Village Theater at Cherry Hill Sold
From May 19th
to
December 31st

I am pleased to present the 2021 Canton Leisure Services
Annual Report, which captures an overview of our department’s
accomplishments during the past year.

Pheasant Run Golf Club
Increased Driving
Range Revenue by

100% full
26,491
TICKETS

Letter from the Director

CANTON SPORTS CENTER’s
Youth/Adult tennis program
surged with 500+ players

BARTLETT’S KIDS CLUB

Over 490 kids are official
members of the Bartlett’s
Kids Club at the Summit

7

9

3

visitors per market,
the highest since before 2017

Canton Community Events
		
OVER

60

25,000
GUESTS

ATTENDED
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Canton Community Productions
		Board

32

Recreation
Special Events

Key Highlights:

•
•

•

6,800

CANTON FARMERS MARKET
Averaged

To continue offering events safely, the Recreation team focused
on creating more gatherings on a smaller scale in place of fewer
large events. Picnic in the Park took place in September as an
alternative firework display from Liberty Fest. Working in alignment
with the Township Board’s goal of continuing to foster a Welcoming
Community, Leisure Services staff developed new diverse and inclusive
events for 2021, which included Pride OUTside and a Diwali Community
Celebration, both of which were recognized and awarded as the
2021-2022 mParks Innovative Recreation Programming Awards Winner.
Other new events include Spray Day with Public Safety, Junior Park
Pro, and Holidays in Heritage all proving to be a success with plans to
return.
•

		
Meetings
		Were Produced

CANTON
THERAPEUTIC
RECREATION
Program Added New Participants

Despite the many challenges brought on by COVID-19, the Leisure
Services staff worked diligently in 2021 to modify, create and provide
new opportunities to our residents that accommodated this new way
of living. I am honored to work with a team that can flourish under
these circumstances regardless of the challenges we have faced.

Over
Summit on the Park
Mobile App Users

36 Enrichment

Summer Camps
ran in the serving
campers

144

SUMMIT ON THE PARK

sold a total of 219 memberships
during its one day 20% off special.

This year Leisure Services finalized its 2022-2026 Five-Year Recreation
Master Plan, which will help guide in the acquisition, preservation,
and development of these desired community parks and public
recreation spaces.
Unfortunately, a fire destroyed the Cady-Boyer Barn in May 2021.
Moving forward, discussions regarding future replacement options
will continue to focus on redevelopment of this site.
Throughout the year, participation in most sports programs,
including golf, pickleball, and softball, have increased significantly.
Both Pheasant Run and Fellows Creek Golf Clubs experienced an
influx of new players and a high volume of returning players as the
pandemic golf boom continued.
The Village Theater was able to reopen in July 2021, with Ben Frick
at the helm as its new Performing Arts Coordinator. In addition,
operations at The Village Theater were combined with Canton
Community Television services to become Canton Community
Productions, which is now lead by Canton Community Productions
Supervisor Dave Harris.

As we venture into the New Year ahead, I extend my sincere thanks to
the Canton Township Board of Trustees, The Leisure Services Advisory
Committee, and all of our generous sponsors and partners for their
continued support.
Sincerely,

Greg Hohenberger, CPRP
Canton Leisure Services Director

This was just under $68,000 in
annual pass revenue for the day.
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2021 Services, Programs, Events Overview

2021 Services, Programs, Events Overview

SUMMIT ON THE PARK:
Summit staff worked diligently to get back to
offering full services despite running at limited
capacity for much of the year. While the climb
was slow, there is much to be celebrated. The
Summit daily operations focused on rebuilding
in 2021 selling over 630 annual memberships from June 1-30 for
the Kick off to Summer Membership Special (20% Off Annual
Memberships). 2021 saw over 119,500 membership visits, and
an average of just over 4,000 active members per month.

RECREATION SPECIAL EVENTS:
Canton’s Recreation staff continues to
develop innovative programs and events that
keep residents engaged, connected, and
thriving. Special Events in Canton continue
to be a fan favorite of its residents. Leisure
Services offered 60 events in 2021 with over
25,000 attendances. The special events
team adapted having one large event with thousands in
attendance to 3-4 smaller event offerings to create a safer
and more user friendly experience. Staff has found these to
be extremely successful and will continue utilizing this format
moving forward.

Key Highlights:
• Adapted group fitness to various locations throughout 2021:
all virtual, hybrid, outdoors, all in-person
• Reopened Aquatic Center June 1, 2021 with limited
offerings for Open Swims
• Water Aerobics returned in limited capacity in August (4
days a week instead of 6 previously)
• Swim Lessons returned in September in a limited capacity,
with about 150 offerings. Classes were almost 100% full, and
have been so each session since reopening.
CANTON CLUB 55+:
Canton Club 55+ staff worked tirelessly, under the direction
of a new Adult Senior Program Specialist, to ensure that area
seniors did not feel lonely or cut off during these
challenging times by ensuring needs were
being met through personal check-ins, referrals
to essential services, and continued deliveries,
phone calls, and wellness visits. Canton Club
55+ strives to keep seniors engaged and active
by providing programs such as parking lot
bingo, outdoor walking groups, make-at-home
activity packs, and virtual gatherings.
Key Highlights:
• Club 55+ served 9,335 seniors in 2021
• Staff provided a variety of creative programming for our
seniors this year with Virtual Events, Parking Lot BINGOs, and
Drive-Thru Events and more!
• Club 55+ has gone through a transition with team
members with the addition of a New Adult Specialist, two
Coordinators, and an additional coordinator on boarded
• Club 55+’s volunteer program was expanded by adding
two new Front Desk Support Volunteers

Page 4: CLS 2021 Year In review

Key Event Highlights:
• Debuting events include: Pride OUTside, Diwali Community
Celebration, Spray Day with Public Safety, Junior Park
Pro, Bites for the Barn, 20th Anniversary 9/11 Memorial
Ceremony, and Holidays in Heritage
• Picnic in the park took place in September as an
alternative Firework Display from Liberty Fest. 6,500 were in
attendance and enjoyed live music from 2 stages as well as
festival food and drinks.
• The events team experienced a 50% staff shortage for the
majority of the year but was still able to successfully pull off
every event and program it set out to.
RECREATION ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS:
We’ve seen first-hand how our programs and classes are
needed now more than ever as an critical resource for life-long
learning that challenges minds, allowing participants to express
their creativity, form new bonds of friendship and create
memories that will last a lifetime. Enrichment staff continued
to offer traditional classes and programs and we also able to
offer in-person summer camps at limited capacities.
Key Event Highlights:
• Partnered with the Village Arts Factory to offer off-site
programming
• Karate has exceeded pre-COVID numbers. (19 in regular
attendance in 2019 versus 46 in regular attendance in 2021)
• 36 Enrichment Camps ran in the summer on 2021 serving
144 campers
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2021 Services, Programs, Events Overview
THE B.L.O.C.K. YOUTH AND TEEN CENTER:
This popular youth and teen destination
continues to be a one-of-a-kind facility
offering unique programming to youth in
the community ranging from ages 5-17. The
B.L.O.C.K. strives to provide services that
are not regularly offered, targeting the communities most atrisk youth. The B.L.O.C.K. adapted programming by providing
virtual programming when possible as well outdoor on-site
programming at outreach neighborhoods.
Key Highlights:
• 2021 milestones included: the 6th class of Lead #LikeAGirl,
5th class of Learn.Advocate.Mentor, 5th class of Be A
#ModelMan, 3rd year of Transpire, 6th year of Canton
Youth Connection and the 20th year of the Youth Advisory
Council kicked off
• Despite staff shortages the B.L.O.C.K. was able to
accommodate 20 participants at summer camp weekly,
40 participants for the after-school membership and 25
outreach participants with weekly programs (half capacity
for all listed above)
• Received over $7,000 in funding from CDBG for Canton
Youth Connection and $5,000 from MASCO for its Transpire
Nights program.
CANTON THERAPEUTIC RECREATION:
Through Canton’s Therapeutic
Recreation programs, important social
connections are still being sustained
while maintaining participants’ safety through physical
distancing and online opportunities. Canton’s Therapeutic
Recreation program is a leader in Western Wayne County with
its innovative programming and summer camp offerings for
both children and adults with disabilities. With many of the TR
participants being at-risk for COVID-19 many of the programs
switched to virtual offerings, which was well received. The
program now has continued to offer hybrid options for many
classes that in the past traditionally had not been offered.
Key Highlights:
• 20 different types of hybrid programs were offered
throughout the year. Including enrichment programs such
as: cooking, karate, water aerobics, and weekend outings
• Despite running programs at 50% capacity, the program
welcomed 9 new participants in 2021, now serving 150
participants annually
• 232 hours of physical activity and 114 hours of life skills were
offered to 73 camp participants
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2021 Services, Programs, Events Overview
CANTON FARMERS MARKET:
Once again, market-goers turned out in large
numbers to purchase locally-sourced produce
and merchandise, as well as to support local
farmers. Vendors and staff did an exceptional
job following health department requirements to provide
an environment that safely fulfilled their food access and
economic role within our community. In addition, the Canton
Farmers Market continued to offer Double-Up Food Bucks to
program participants, who can access even more healthy
foods by doubling every dollar spent of their Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program benefit when used to purchase
fruits and vegetables at the Farmers Market.
Key Highlights:
• Averaged 793 visitors per market, the highest since before
2017
• Farmers Market had the highest food assistance
reimbursements since 2017 ($3,575)
• Re-introduced Summit Market Days, featuring one Farmers
Market vendor in attendance at the Summit on the Park on
pre-arranged days that capitalized on facility traffic.
CANTON COMMUNITY PRODUCTIONS
2021 was an exciting year for Canton
Community Television as it consolidated all
operations with The Village Theater at Cherry Hill
to establish Canton Community Productions. In
addition, the Cable Supervisor now supervises all
The Village Theater staff.
Key Highlights:
• Launched Supervisor’s new “Good Day Canton” show
• Produced 32 board meetings
• Produced 30 theater programs
• Created 17 drone shoots
• Produced 171 unscheduled programs
• Launched new cooking show
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THE VILLAGE THEATER AT CHERRY HILL:
On May 19, 2021, The Village Theater was able
to re-open its doors after a COVID-imposed
hiatus. The theater was also the recipient of two
substantial Shuttered Venue Operators Grants
totaling $281,268.13 for 2021 to be used toward covering costs
of staff wages/fringes, utilities and deposits on shows for the
upcoming season. With the help of these funds, the theater
was able to reopen and worked towards getting participants
back to doing what they do best, supporting the arts on stage
or in the audience through music, acting, comedy and other
cultural forms.

PHEASANT RUN GOLF CLUB:
Pheasant Run golf Club has seen a massive increase
in participation over the past two seasons. In 2021,
there was 54% growth in total facility revenues over
the eight-year average. PRGC continues to have a
strong presence in golf leagues growing revenues
by 59% over 2020. Pheasant Run remains a leader in
hosting tournaments/events. Such as: the Michigan
Amateur Qualifier, Michigan Open Qualifier, MPGA - Medal
Play Championship, Top 50 junior Tour and the Drive, Chip &
Putt.

Key Highlights:
• Hired new Performing Arts Coordinator
• Sold 26,491 tickets between May 19 and December 31
• Implemented a new bar area
• Purchased new ticketing software
• Add a robust building Wi-Fi system
• Implemented live-streaming

CANTON PARKS AND TRAILS:
Canton’s parks, trails, and open spaces remain
popular and are needed now more than ever
as an essential resource for health and wellness.
Access to nature and physical activity with
appropriate social distancing has increased
visits to our local parks in record numbers and our park and
recreation professionals are working hard to maintain these
spaces to keep them safe and accessible during these
challenging times.
PARK
AN S
TR D
AILS

Key Highlights:
• Unveiled Preservation Park pavilion, which features a
large under-roof seating capacity, electrical service, a
concession service window, and three individual restrooms.
This 70-feet by 32-feet structure will provide much-needed
shade and seating in the park, as well as a covered lunch
area for the Canton Farmers Market.
• The Cady-Boyer Barn was lost to a fire on May 30, 2021,
when the Canton Fire Department responded to a fire at
5:01 p.m. Firefighters battled the blaze, which engulfed the
wooden building quickly, for over an hour but the entire
structure and silo were lost.
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Key Highlights:
• Increased Green Fee revenue by 54%, Food & Beverage
revenue by 56%, Pro Shop Merchandise revenue by 45%
and Driving Range revenue by 60%.
• 20+ radio interviews with Jeff Lesson on Lesson on Golf Show
on FM 97.1 The Ticket
• Increased sales of Group Golfer certificates since 2019 by
69% ( 2019 - $104,551, 2021 - $176,322)
• Staff instituted a pond management system on the 7th hole
pond which continuously delivers powerful and natural
treatment lowering muck and suppressing algae blooms.
CANTON SPORTS CENTER:
Canton Sports Center remained a popular
destination for youth and adults throughout the
spring, summer and fall. Staff continued to host
baseball and softball tournaments, often with over 80
teams playing in each tournament.
Key Highlights:
• Adult summer softball hosted 262 teams over 3200 players
• CSC hosted 469 teams with over 5628 players in this year’s
baseball tournaments
• Girls fastpitch remained popular with 368 teams with over
4416 players
• This year’s Canton Lacrosse program featured 180 players
• Sand Volleyball featured 18 teams with 108 players
• Cornhole tournaments remained popular with 120+ players
• Pickleball continued to be in demand with 60 players
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Key Highlights:
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THE B.L.O.C.K. YOUTH AND TEEN CENTER:
This popular youth and teen destination
continues to be a one-of-a-kind facility
offering unique programming to youth in
the community ranging from ages 5-17. The
B.L.O.C.K. strives to provide services that
are not regularly offered, targeting the communities most atrisk youth. The B.L.O.C.K. adapted programming by providing
virtual programming when possible as well outdoor on-site
programming at outreach neighborhoods.
Key Highlights:
• 2021 milestones included: the 6th class of Lead #LikeAGirl,
5th class of Learn.Advocate.Mentor, 5th class of Be A
#ModelMan, 3rd year of Transpire, 6th year of Canton
Youth Connection and the 20th year of the Youth Advisory
Council kicked off
• Despite staff shortages the B.L.O.C.K. was able to
accommodate 20 participants at summer camp weekly,
40 participants for the after-school membership and 25
outreach participants with weekly programs (half capacity
for all listed above)
• Received over $7,000 in funding from CDBG for Canton
Youth Connection and $5,000 from MASCO for its Transpire
Nights program.
CANTON THERAPEUTIC RECREATION:
Through Canton’s Therapeutic
Recreation programs, important social
connections are still being sustained
while maintaining participants’ safety through physical
distancing and online opportunities. Canton’s Therapeutic
Recreation program is a leader in Western Wayne County with
its innovative programming and summer camp offerings for
both children and adults with disabilities. With many of the TR
participants being at-risk for COVID-19 many of the programs
switched to virtual offerings, which was well received. The
program now has continued to offer hybrid options for many
classes that in the past traditionally had not been offered.
Key Highlights:
• 20 different types of hybrid programs were offered
throughout the year. Including enrichment programs such
as: cooking, karate, water aerobics, and weekend outings
• Despite running programs at 50% capacity, the program
welcomed 9 new participants in 2021, now serving 150
participants annually
• 232 hours of physical activity and 114 hours of life skills were
offered to 73 camp participants
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CANTON FARMERS MARKET:
Once again, market-goers turned out in large
numbers to purchase locally-sourced produce
and merchandise, as well as to support local
farmers. Vendors and staff did an exceptional
job following health department requirements to provide
an environment that safely fulfilled their food access and
economic role within our community. In addition, the Canton
Farmers Market continued to offer Double-Up Food Bucks to
program participants, who can access even more healthy
foods by doubling every dollar spent of their Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program benefit when used to purchase
fruits and vegetables at the Farmers Market.
Key Highlights:
• Averaged 793 visitors per market, the highest since before
2017
• Farmers Market had the highest food assistance
reimbursements since 2017 ($3,575)
• Re-introduced Summit Market Days, featuring one Farmers
Market vendor in attendance at the Summit on the Park on
pre-arranged days that capitalized on facility traffic.
CANTON COMMUNITY PRODUCTIONS
2021 was an exciting year for Canton
Community Television as it consolidated all
operations with The Village Theater at Cherry Hill
to establish Canton Community Productions. In
addition, the Cable Supervisor now supervises all
The Village Theater staff.
Key Highlights:
• Launched Supervisor’s new “Good Day Canton” show
• Produced 32 board meetings
• Produced 30 theater programs
• Created 17 drone shoots
• Produced 171 unscheduled programs
• Launched new cooking show
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SUMMIT ON THE PARK:
Summit staff worked diligently to get back to
offering full services despite running at limited
capacity for much of the year. While the climb
was slow, there is much to be celebrated. The
Summit daily operations focused on rebuilding
in 2021 selling over 630 annual memberships from June 1-30 for
the Kick off to Summer Membership Special (20% Off Annual
Memberships). 2021 saw over 119,500 membership visits, and
an average of just over 4,000 active members per month.

RECREATION SPECIAL EVENTS:
Canton’s Recreation staff continues to
develop innovative programs and events that
keep residents engaged, connected, and
thriving. Special Events in Canton continue
to be a fan favorite of its residents. Leisure
Services offered 60 events in 2021 with over
25,000 attendances. The special events
team adapted having one large event with thousands in
attendance to 3-4 smaller event offerings to create a safer
and more user friendly experience. Staff has found these to
be extremely successful and will continue utilizing this format
moving forward.

Key Highlights:
• Adapted group fitness to various locations throughout 2021:
all virtual, hybrid, outdoors, all in-person
• Reopened Aquatic Center June 1, 2021 with limited
offerings for Open Swims
• Water Aerobics returned in limited capacity in August (4
days a week instead of 6 previously)
• Swim Lessons returned in September in a limited capacity,
with about 150 offerings. Classes were almost 100% full, and
have been so each session since reopening.
CANTON CLUB 55+:
Canton Club 55+ staff worked tirelessly, under the direction
of a new Adult Senior Program Specialist, to ensure that area
seniors did not feel lonely or cut off during these
challenging times by ensuring needs were
being met through personal check-ins, referrals
to essential services, and continued deliveries,
phone calls, and wellness visits. Canton Club
55+ strives to keep seniors engaged and active
by providing programs such as parking lot
bingo, outdoor walking groups, make-at-home
activity packs, and virtual gatherings.
Key Highlights:
• Club 55+ served 9,335 seniors in 2021
• Staff provided a variety of creative programming for our
seniors this year with Virtual Events, Parking Lot BINGOs, and
Drive-Thru Events and more!
• Club 55+ has gone through a transition with team
members with the addition of a New Adult Specialist, two
Coordinators, and an additional coordinator on boarded
• Club 55+’s volunteer program was expanded by adding
two new Front Desk Support Volunteers
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Key Event Highlights:
• Debuting events include: Pride OUTside, Diwali Community
Celebration, Spray Day with Public Safety, Junior Park
Pro, Bites for the Barn, 20th Anniversary 9/11 Memorial
Ceremony, and Holidays in Heritage
• Picnic in the park took place in September as an
alternative Firework Display from Liberty Fest. 6,500 were in
attendance and enjoyed live music from 2 stages as well as
festival food and drinks.
• The events team experienced a 50% staff shortage for the
majority of the year but was still able to successfully pull off
every event and program it set out to.
RECREATION ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS:
We’ve seen first-hand how our programs and classes are
needed now more than ever as an critical resource for life-long
learning that challenges minds, allowing participants to express
their creativity, form new bonds of friendship and create
memories that will last a lifetime. Enrichment staff continued
to offer traditional classes and programs and we also able to
offer in-person summer camps at limited capacities.
Key Event Highlights:
• Partnered with the Village Arts Factory to offer off-site
programming
• Karate has exceeded pre-COVID numbers. (19 in regular
attendance in 2019 versus 46 in regular attendance in 2021)
• 36 Enrichment Camps ran in the summer on 2021 serving
144 campers
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Despite the many challenges brought on by COVID-19, the Leisure
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of living. I am honored to work with a team that can flourish under
these circumstances regardless of the challenges we have faced.
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SUMMIT ON THE PARK

sold a total of 219 memberships
during its one day 20% off special.

This year Leisure Services finalized its 2022-2026 Five-Year Recreation
Master Plan, which will help guide in the acquisition, preservation,
and development of these desired community parks and public
recreation spaces.
Unfortunately, a fire destroyed the Cady-Boyer Barn in May 2021.
Moving forward, discussions regarding future replacement options
will continue to focus on redevelopment of this site.
Throughout the year, participation in most sports programs,
including golf, pickleball, and softball, have increased significantly.
Both Pheasant Run and Fellows Creek Golf Clubs experienced an
influx of new players and a high volume of returning players as the
pandemic golf boom continued.
The Village Theater was able to reopen in July 2021, with Ben Frick
at the helm as its new Performing Arts Coordinator. In addition,
operations at The Village Theater were combined with Canton
Community Television services to become Canton Community
Productions, which is now lead by Canton Community Productions
Supervisor Dave Harris.

As we venture into the New Year ahead, I extend my sincere thanks to
the Canton Township Board of Trustees, The Leisure Services Advisory
Committee, and all of our generous sponsors and partners for their
continued support.
Sincerely,

Greg Hohenberger, CPRP
Canton Leisure Services Director

This was just under $68,000 in
annual pass revenue for the day.
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